The 

Needs assessment for out-of-school children in Sierra Leone.





In Sierra Leone, in 2005, UNICEF  estimated that around 375,000 children are out of school, meaning there is a large number of children not receiving formal education such as reading and writing, but also not in health and social issues, such as HIV and AIDS. When projects are launched to provide some form of education for these young people who are out of school, there is often a lack of cohesion in messages and methods.





UNICEF commissioned a study, carried out by Student Partnership Worldwide, into the HIV prevention education received by young people who are out of school. Some of the objectives were;


To identify current strategies used to reach out of school of school children to deliver HIV prevention education based on life skills.


Identifying the key structures within this.


Examining institutional links.


Assessing existing opportunities and challenges to reaching these children.





The aim of the study was to produce a set of guidelines for programmes or projects where the aim was to deliver non-formal education related to HIV prevention to out-of-school children and young people. 





All the research for the study was carried out by young people aged 18-22 who had been volunteers for SPW Sierra Leone. They used a number of recognised research methods and reached young people from all over the country. Their methods included; holding focus group discussions, interviewing key participants and producing questionnaires, they then used this research to draft a report. The report was sent to a steering committee made up of representatives from NAS, MSWCCA, MEYS, UNAIDS/ UNFPA, Children in Crisis, Children’s Forum Network, MUWODA, and HACSA who provided further input to the report. The final report was presented to a delegation of UN agencies, NGOs and other civil society groups.


 


“The young people involved in this initiative do not necessarily have long period of research experience but were able to undertake a professional research with the right training”


James S. Fofanah (M&E Coordinator SPW)





There were certain challenges to the project; the young people carrying out the research had to receive some intensive practical training. Gathering the information from the young people who were out of school was difficult due to mixed information regarding young people who were kidnapped or trafficked as part of the sex trade. 





There were also issues with NGO and Governmental red-tape, allowing young people such responsibility in a project directly effecting young people who could be seen as being ‘vulnerable.’


If young people are giving the right capacity then they can have a valuable input into social research projects. 


Even if a young person has never been to school they can still participate in development issues affecting their lives and communities


Authority figures, such as the government ministers and local leaders can see how young people can take leadership and professional roles within development issues. 











