Youth Parliaments
“We use the word parliament in our name in a symbolic sense. Parliament is a space in which the community agenda are set; strategies are developed to address key issues, and decisions made. It is a space from which young people have traditionally been excluded. As such KYP symbolises the reclaiming of this space - an active response to some of the key issues affecting the Youth in this country.”

KYP (Kenya Youth Parliament) Website 
Youth Parliaments exist in many different forms across the world, there are some common characteristics that generally distinguish bodies using this name from other youth structures.

· Some form of representation or democracy that mirrors or echoes national structures; through means such as elected candidates, grouping of participants into party structures, formal policy debates or more.

· Policy dialogues facilitated either through events or processes giving young people the opportunity to raise and discuss issues of national concern that affect them with active peers.

·  An external output in the form of joint declarations and, on occasion, programmes of action for participants to follow.
These features can be broadly observed as producing outcomes related to 
· Informal Education of young people about the governance of their nation and their role within it.

· Promotion of participation by young citizens in consultations, elections and other key governance processes

· Development of youth networks and skills.
This briefing describes examples of how Youth Parliaments have been run and the role they play in empowering youth in two different contexts: Guyana and Nepal.
Guyana

The Guyanese National Youth Parliament was formed in 1999 by the Guyana Youth Development Association (GYDA), an NGO, with financial support from the local business community, in addition to the Government of Guyana, the United Nation’s Children Fund and the United States Agency for International Development. At first the process was restricted to one National Event a year, but from 2007 more funding was allocated to holding smaller regional events in the interim between each annual ‘sitting’. Young Parliamentarians are recruited on a competitive basis where political essays are solicited in response to national adverts. 
At the annual  event participants are given the opportunity to learn about the structures and processes of the full National Parliament before being then divided into Proposition and Opposition parties and invited to put, debate and vote on policy motions. Over time the number of participants has risen as has first their diversity, representing different parts communities across the nation and the initiative is noted as promoting an inclusive, non confrontational political model and encouraging dialogue, tolerance and critical thinking amongst youth. The Youth Parliament attracts a great deal of formal recognition from politicians.
Nepal

A major concern in post conflict Nepal has been to meaningfully engage young people in the political process and a number of regional youth representation structures have been created. An interim three year plan of youth action was created in the immediate post conflict climate through extensive consultation with civil society actors, and as part of a wider programme of activities proposed the creation of Youth Parliament structure, with initial funding for 3 years. Central government took progressively more control of this aspect of the programme and the Ministry of Education organised the first-ever National Youth Parliament was held on 23-26 May 2008. This event drew upon active young people who were beneficiaries, members, volunteers and staff within The Association of Youth Organizations Nepal, the Association of Political Science Students Nepal and Student Partnerships Worldwide Nepal. The event was intended to achieve two broad goals.
· develop civic participation & awareness on parliamentary processes and 
· Foster youth leadership. 
Altogether 75 youth parliamentarians (16-29 years) – representing various ethnic groups and regions – participated in the parliament to discuss the social, economic and political concerns in present-day Nepal. 10 of these participants presented the final declaration of the youth parliament to the National Parliament proper; taking the concerns of young people to the highest level of decision making. 
‘for the young participants, this was a great occasion to learn about social responsibilities and to build their leadership capabilities. I shall never forget the occasion and the experience.’ 
Jitendra Kumar Yadav, Youth Parliamentarian, Nepal
