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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Under an agreement with the Embassy of Finland, the Alliance for Peace (AfP) conducted a nationwide Youth Voter Education and Outreach program from March 12, 2007 to January 31, 2008.  

The signing of the CPA between the government and the Maoist has brought a revolutionary change in the political scenario of the country. With this, the country is ready to set a new constitution that one hopes will be inclusive and representative of the ethno-socio strata of the country.  Even though the youth are aware and concerned about the situation of their country, they are excluded from playing a part in the restructuring of the country.  This leads the young people to think that their involvement in political movement is limited to street protest and to be in the frontline to enforce bandhas.  This perception among the youths who represent half of the total population of the country is also due to the lack of knowledge about their roles and responsibilities in a democratic country. In most established democracies, students and youths have the opportunity to absorb democratic beliefs and practices while growing up, both within and without the schools and colleges. But these preparatory experiences are missing for the youth of newly emerging democracies such as Nepal. Educating youth about the democratic processes and their rights and duties in a democracy is a first and critical step in creating a culture of democracy through the promotion of democratic behavior and values among the young citizens. With an aim to increase the voter turnout in the constituent assembly election AfP came up with a program “Youth Voter Education and Outreach” to share knowledge with youth about democracy, importance of electorate process, their rights and duties in a democracy and the election process. AfP has recognized the need for having the Youth Voters Education Program to prepare young voters to make sound decisions during the voting process and contribute positively to the rebuilding of post-conflict Nepal. To implement the program AfP carried out five regional voter education campaigns in the five development region. The regional voter education campaigns were shaped as one-day forums with minimum of 100 youth and student participants. AfP introduced two moderator/experts on election to conduct a forum; moderators/experts also introduced youth and students to voter’s guide and also provided first hand learning experiences on election system and process to the youth and students. Eventually, fifty participants from five different districts where voter education campaigns were conducted were invited to the capital to conduct a National Campaign. This campaign is being used as an advocacy tool for the national voters' education.
Alliance for Peace also conducted a mobile “youth voter outreach” campaign. In the mobile outreach program, a team of three personnel in a vehicle traveled around Nepal for thirty days to cover 30 districts out of total 75 districts of Nepal. The team during its traveling course broadcasted jingles, disseminated voter’s guide and pamphlets and pasted posters. The mobile campaign team also visited different colleges on the way to interact, and sensitize youth and distributed them with promotional materials. 


It believes that with the implementation of this project, it has definitely been able to make an inroad and an impact amongst the youths’ understanding about the electoral systems, the constituent assembly and the responsibility of the youth to participate in the elections by casting their ballot. It has also felt that there will be wider dissemination of its messages amongst the youth through the nature of the interactions and discussions they have among their peers.  
I. INTRODUCTION

a.  Background 

The 12 year long, conflict finally came to end when the Nepal Government and CPN-Maoists signed the comprehensive Peace Agreement. Following the agreement the government started the process of disarmament and had planned for Constituent Assembly election in June 2007, which would be a major corner-stone for Nepal’s recovery process. The government initiated the groundwork for conducting the election, the National Election Commission was asked to make preparations to hold the elections in time. The government also assured that it would provide any kind of support to hold this election successfully in 2007. The preparatory works were underway. One of the important aspect of conducting a successful election is through voters’ education program, which is often undertaken by the government with the support of Non-Governmental Organization and assistance from International Community. In every election, voter and civic education are necessary to ensure that all constituencies—men and women alike—understand their rights, their political system, the contests they are being asked to decide, and how and where to vote. Voter and civic education are even more critical in post-conflict countries, where political situations may be volatile and where elections may have an unprecedented impact on the countries’ future and where there were substantial systemic, legal, and procedural changes.

 

The term voter education is generally used to describe the dissemination of information, materials and programs designed to inform voters about the specifics and mechanics of the voting process for a particular election. Voter education involves providing information on who is eligible to vote; where and how to register; how electors can check the voter lists to ensure they have been duly included; what type of elections are being held; where, when and how to vote; who the candidates are; and how to file complaints. 

Furthermore, voters’ education is much more important for youth who are eligible to vote but do not have the required understanding about their rights and responsibilities, who are not sufficiently knowledgeable and well informed to cast ballots that are legally valid and to participate meaningfully in the voting process. More than half population of Nepal constitutes youth and is considered as the agents of major social and political change and upholders of democracy of Nepal
. In every democratic struggle in Nepal, youth have played a strategic and an important role. However, at certain times these large forces are often used by the parties for the immediate pressing needs and undermine them in the tasks of framing policies and nation building. They are often exploited and used more for street demonstrations, which is affecting the democratization process of the country. Though after 1990, democratic movement youth participation in politics has gained certain momentum but the zeal and the courage of the students and youth have often been exploited by the political parties for their self-seeking motive of expanding their vote banks and support.

b. Problem Statement

Though youth are actively involved in the political process and are progressive on most of the issues, they are often overlooked by the people who are in the political mainstream, which often disengages them from the politics. Youth are always considered as pillars of nation and without their participation no nation can prosper or even survive. Nepalese youth have played a major role in the recent transition of political power. They have always played an integral role in bringing social and political change in the country either by participating in the democratic struggle, fighting against social injustice or involving themselves in the process of community development. Despite the existence of unfavorable circumstances when democratic principles were curbed and fundamental rights restrained, youth leaders have always managed to come to the forefront and become overtly political which emboldened their tactics of dissent. In 1951 to end the 104 years of autocratic Rana Regime they played an important role by organizing a protest against the regime. Then, back in 1990, they again fought to establish the multi party system, However, after 1990, the needs and concerns of students and youths were not realized by the 1991 elected government. Even though they acted as strong defenders of the democratic process and were a powerful force to stabilize the political process, when their actions were not provided legitimacy and when their activism were sidelined from the political arena they gradually lost the faith in the “good government”. Similarly, political instability, corruption, fights for the position and power which started between the political parties their belief in the principles of democracy and democratic values were also eroded and the frustrations on them levitated. Moreover, when most of the government initiatives focused upon top-level political leaders, excluding youth, which encompass more than half the population of  the general population of Nepal, youth appeared indifferent and didn’t show much involvement or participation in politics and in the day-to-day activities  of the government. And when they had to raise their concern and needs, the only suitable way they perceived was through large-scale street protests and other violent and aggressive means. 

But once again in April 2006 when their hard earned democracy was in peril, when the King assumed the executive powers, youth came on the street to help reinstate democracy. But, still they felt that their effort was not acknowledged and their concerns were not met. The current government hasn’t been able to gain back the trust from youth. Youth still feel that “government doesn’t listen to them”, therefore they are disconnected from the political process. Therefore even after the change there is a threat that the largest population of the country - “youth” - might not participate in the nation building process; will not support the constituent assembly election by casting their vote. The Alliance for Peace who is  working to enable and empower youth believes that unless this apathy, especially among the youths and students, is stopped and measures are taken to rectify it and build an informed, aware and proactive citizenry, then Nepal will fail miserably and collapse, the peace building process which the government has started will not be accomplished. 

It is not only the erosion of faith and trust from the government and the political process but majority of the youth in communities and towns across the country, feel largely powerless, not knowing, concretely, what they can do or how they can contribute to bring about good governance and sustainable development in a democratic Nepal. They have acquired different orientation regarding their own life, society, political institutions and the role they are supposed to play in nation building and democratization process. 

c. Justification of the Project

In most established democracies, students and youths have the opportunity to absorb democratic beliefs and practices while growing up, both within and without the schools and colleges. But these preparatory experiences are missing for the youth of newly emerging democracies such as Nepal. They are usually unaware of the opportunities that exist for advancing their interests at the local or national level. When the opportunity is lying in front of them by participating in the Constituent Assembly elections they are not aware of their roles and how they can make it happen. In order for democracy to develop and endure, the youth must take ownership of the system by becoming informed participants. Informed participation occurs only when the youth understand the meaning of citizenship, politics and government and have acquired the skills to voice their concerns and hold the system accountable. Educating youth about the democratic processes and their rights and duties in a democracy is a first and critical step in creating a culture of democracy through the promotion of democratic behavior and values among the young citizens. In the Constituent Assembly elections a high youth voter’s turnout will help in changing the current political situation. The youth will have the opportunity to select their own leader who can address their needs and concerns. The youth involving in the voting process will also lay the groundwork for first-time voters to begin a journey of life-long civic engagement, thus beginning the difficult work of changing a steady tide of declining young citizen participation in our democratic system. 

There needs to be a mechanism to teach young people, particularly those eligible to vote for the first time about every piece of information they need to know - about how to register to vote, where and when to register, how to get information about absentee ballots, how to become and stay informed about campaign issues, and of course, how to vote on Election Day. Young people realize and utilize their power to affect change in the civic and political lives of their communities. We work with young people who have been shut out of the political process to make politics fun, engaging, relevant, and meaningful. A democracy functions most effectively when all of its voices are represented and if the youth participation is missing, if only the adults are voting the issues that young people are facing will not be in the top agenda. And leaving more than half of the population behind will lead into deciding the future of young voters by somebody else. The vote youth shall be casting will be able to bring the change in the society; their vote might bring back the ownership on the system by choosing the right candidate.  

Thus, a program, which shares knowledge with the youth about the democracy, importance of electoral process, and their rights and duties in a democracy, was a first and critical step in creating a culture of democracy through the promotion of democratic behavior and values among the young citizens. Consequently, by mobilizing youth and students through voters’ education and ensuring their participation in the election will create a proactive youth group through which they can gain a space to voice their concerns and hold the system accountable. Therefore, there is a need for having the Youth Voters Education Program to prepare voters - youths, to make sound decisions during the voting process and contribute positively to the rebuilding of post-conflict Nepal. 

In countries coming out of the conflict, the system of new government and the election process might be new to most of the youth voters therefore voters and civic education becomes really important at this point of time. It is also important to conduct voter education by organization that understands issues of youth and their needs and concerns; organization that is working to enable and empower youth and mobilize youth. For youth there is a need of developing a special message on explaining about the importance of voting, registering and casting a ballot for the youth considering their background and orientation. 

d.  Disadvantages of the Program’s Framework

As in all program, AfP’s voter education program had some drawbacks.

1. The whole project was dependent upon the Constituent Assembly elections being held on June 2007. This meant that all activities were geared to be over by that period of time from the start of the project. When the government decided to postpone the elections, this threw all the schedules awry.  There had to be an amendment to the timeline of the project. Similarly, when the government decided to postpone the CA elections once more from November 22, 2007, this again caused a halt in the project activities.  

2. Although the PSA jingles were made in the 12 different languages, one of the feedback was that it should have been a native speaker of that particular language that should have been singing the song and not a non-native speaker. This is a lesson learnt for future projects.  
3. Initially, the website was designed in English, but it soon came to our attention that it wasn’t being understood properly and so not may were taking part in it or looking it up. To correct this, we translated it and created the website in Nepali, which immediately changed the number of visitors visiting the website.  

4. Since the impact of the project can only be seen after the Constituent Assembly elections in Nepal, it is difficult to judge the immediate impact of the project. Because the Nepal government has already postponed the elections twice, this created some problems in the fact that there will be an interim gap of atleast two months before the elections actually take place after the end of the project.  

5. Because it was envisioned as a short term, swift impact project, initial activities were developed accordingly.  But with the postponement of the elections from being held in June 2007, this created problems with the implementation of the project.  Activities had to be put on hold and changed according to the prevailing situation.  

6. AfP does not believe that this project alone will make a huge difference in youths lives.  Voter education is something that should be taught by the government as well. However, voter education does need to start somewhere and working with the youth is the most sustainable way of conducting voter education in a developing democracy.

e. Advantages of the Program’s Framework

Despite the drawbacks of the project, there were many benefits to the program design.  In many regards, working with youth is likely one of the most sustainable types of activities that can be conducted.

1. Because AfP works with the youth and students in colleges, this means that any impact made now will have lasting consequences with the target group growing older.  
2. The target group for the project is young people, and even more so than adults, youth are very impressionable and open to learning.  Young people more easily adopt knowledge and habits that last lifetimes and that they can relay to future generations.
3. AfP is working with a well-established infrastructure, that of the political students and youth organizations.  This established infrastructure is long-lasting and extends throughout the country.  Because the student and youth organization is such a well established structure, there is minimal work on AfP’s behalf to reach all parts of the country.  In addition, those who we work with have permanent positions within their organizations.  When we transfer skills to young people of the different organizations, these skills stay within the bodies for many years.
4. The concept of developing a pocket sized voter education guidebook has proven to be an effective mechanism for disseminating information to a target audience who are very mobile and who share what they learn.  
5. The use of an innovative mobile campaign was also effective and an advantageous mechanism in disseminating information to a wide range of people in the shortest period of time.  

6. Having the youth interact with the elected officials also proved to work in a two-way effect with both the youth and the seniors benefiting  
AfP does believe that its program has made a small difference in the lives of the young people.  Voter education needs to begin somewhere, and young people are good places to begin.  It believes that it has helped increase the awareness among the student and youth about the need for participation in the parliamentary process and informed voting.
II. PROGRAM DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES

Before Nepalese can safely transform themselves into peaceful and democratic post war Nepal, they must understand their roles and duties as aware voters of the forthcoming Constituent Assembly elections. Furthermore, the vast majority of youth in Nepal is either illiterate or unaware of their rights, duties and obligations as citizens of a democracy, or indifferent to it. As a result, this group cannot effectively exercise the CA elections to the fullest and most youth related issues would be ignored during the constitution making process. There is a need to adequately inform all stakeholders of the sources of democracy, particularly the youth sector of the nation about the electoral process and Constituent Assembly elections. With this background Alliance for Peace launched a special education campaign “Youth Voter Education and Outreach” highlighting the fact that youth have the right to vote and their participation in the constituent Assembly election is important to decide the future of the country. 

Alliance for Peace sought to prepare voters especially youths, to make sound decisions during the voting process and contribute positively to the rebuilding of post-conflict Nepal, through participating actively in the Constituent Assembly elections to be held in April 2007. Therefore, an innovative political awareness program which would adequately inform youth about democracy, the electoral process and good governance needed to be initiated to increase the youth voters turn out. This education program was carried out through the media in both printed and electronic form. The Alliance for Peace sought to increase the youth voter’s turnout through messages delivered through jingles, mobile outreach campaign, creation of online space where youth could discuss issues concerning elections and election process. The Alliance for Peace also developed and disseminated the youth- user-friendly voters' guide, posters, flyers and pamphlets and disseminated them among the youth and students. In the process, Alliance for Peace was assisted by experts and consultations of electoral specialists for the contents and layout of these materials. 

The Alliance for Peace produced the jingles aimed at transferring the knowledge and information regarding the Constituent Assembly elections and voter's rights and duties. AfP also made proper arranged for the PSA’s to be broadcasted over a period of four and a half months in the local as well as national audio media. For this AfP used two National FM stations and 20 Community stations. These 20 Community Stations belonging to different districts deliver the message to youth in their own language, which ensure an increased awareness and message for participation in the election process. A comprehensive website was also established to promote active youth participation on the issues of elections through comments, articles, news, blogs, and opinion polls. An e- mail group was also established and the youth and students are constantly requested and reminded to take part in voters' campaigns.

Similarly, to reach youth at local level AfP conducted one-day regional voter education campaign in regional headquarters of five-development region. The selected districts were as follows a) Morang- Eastern Development Region b) Kathmandu-Central Development Region c) Rupandehi- Western Development Region d) Rukum- Mid western Development Region e) Kailali- Far Western Region. The districts were chosen strategically - having highest number of youth/students populace. The regional voter education campaign was shaped as a one-day forum with minimum of 100 youth and student participants. AfP introduced two moderator/experts on election to conduct a forum; moderators/experts also introduced youth and students to voter’s guide and also provided first hand learning experiences on election system and process to the youth and students. The district Campaign provided youth and student an opportunity to hear and discuss about issue concerning Constituent Assembly election, its process and electoral methods. This in turn created an aware and sensitized youth group hopefully leading to a maximum number of youth voter turnout. 

Eventually, fifty participants from five different districts where voter education campaigns were conducted were invited to the capital to conduct National Campaign. This campaign is also being used as an advocacy tool for the national voters' education.

Alliance for Peace also conducted a mobile youth voter outreach campaign. In the mobile outreach program, a team of three personnel in a vehicle traveled around Nepal for thirty days to cover 30 districts out of total 75 districts of Nepal. The team during its traveling course broadcasted jingles, disseminated voter’s guide and pamphlets and also pasted posters. The mobile campaign team also visited different colleges on the way to interact, and sensitize youth and distributed them with promotional materials.

a. Immediate goal

To encourage youth voter turnout for the constituent assembly elections;

b.  Objectives

· To make information related to elections available and accessible to all youth constituents;
· To increase participation through the medium of Public Service Announcements (PSA’s), district forum, and an informational web site;
· To encourage student and youths to define and question the candidates for the constituent assembly election through mobile youth voter outreach campaigns.
c. Outputs and Activities

Output 1: Increased the level of awareness among students/youth about CA elections and its process
Indicator:

a) Active Participation of youth and students during the voter education campaigns.

Activities under output 1:

1.1 Voters guide

A voters guide was prepared, which encompassed information about the election procedures, type of election that is going to be held and how to cast their ballots. It also included information about the election process, registration procedures, how and where to check their respective voter lists to ensure their entries are correct. This how-to booklet was created in a similar fashion as a driver’s education manual – for young people to keep for use during their voter registration experience. Content and design was created specifically for young people – easy-to-understand information presented in a user- friendly format.

Together with the voter’s guide, flyers and posters containing information on election, election process were also developed so, as to sensitize youth about their rights and duties as citizen of Nepal.

Annex1. Youth Voter Education Guide Handbook. 
1.2 Online distribution of materials

Alliance for Peace also created a website where all the information materials on elections and voters rights and duties were uploaded. The voters guide in Nepali language can also be found in the website. A blog space was also created for the youth and students to discuss issues concerning election, elected candidates and their manifestos.  

1.3 Production of Public Service Announcements - Jingles

Alliance for Peace produced Public Service Announcements (PSA’s) with widely admired and acclaimed singers. The Alliance for Peace produced twelve jingles in different ethnic languages such as- Nepali, Hindi, Awadhi, Dotyal, Maithili, Bhojpuri, Tharu, Tamang, Magar, Kirat, Gurung and Newari. The jingles were played in two National FM station and twenty Community Radio Stations. The Community Radio Station in Nepal has built up an impressive profile among a broad cross-section of the audience due to its wider reach. The Alliance for Peace used twenty Community radio stations to spread the message concerning youth voter’s rights. Those Community stations based on their geographical location broadcasted jingles in their respective ethnic language. This strategy allowed in spreading the message to a wider audience. Simultaneously the jingles broadcasted in two national FM stations also became accessible to a large faction of the national audience.  

The jingles were broadcasted in frequent basis in the community radio stations and National FM stations. The jingles were played on air from April 15-May 2 and from July 1 to October 31.   

Annex II: PSA airtime schedule. 

1.4 Mobile voter outreach Campaign 

The Mobile voter outreach campaign was an outreach strategy specifically targeted for colorful young politically minded people who are there in the grassroots. This traveling road show was a direct outreach strategy, which supported in reaching diverse constituencies and dispersed youth population so as to make them aware about the Constituent Assembly election and to increase their participation in the election process. 

The mobile campaign team traveled for a total of thirty days in two phases of 20 days and 10 days each. This was done phase wise because of the unrest and frequent bandhas in the terai area.  The mobile campaign personnel consisted of young college going students who were provided trainings on issues of constituent assembly, electoral systems and the importance of youth participation in the upcoming CA elections. While traveling through the districts, they stopped at the major colleges and thoroughfares. At the colleges, AfP had already informed the college students of the coming mobile campaign. There, the campaign personnel held talk programs by explaining about the CA and the electoral systems and youth participation.  They also disseminated the information kit on Constituent Assembly kit. They also played the jingles to the audiences.  They pasted the posters and handed out the leaflets to the audiences. The mobile voter outreach campaign covered a majority of districts in the country where there is the provision of transportation facilities. These districts included Kathmandu, Lalitpur, Bhaktapur, Kavrepalanchowk, Dhading, Chitwan, Gorkha, Tanahun, Kaski, Baglung, Syangja, Palpa, Rupandehi, Dang, Banke, Bardiya, Kailai, Kanchanpur, Surkhet, Nawalparashi, Makawanpur, Bara, Parsa, Dhanusha, Siraha, Sarlahi, Saptari, Sunsari, Morang, and Jhapa.

During the course of the mobile campaign, the campaign personnel were in touch with the Chief District Officers of the particular districts and informed them about the work that they were doing there. They were well received by all the government personnel. In Bardiya, Gorkha and Kaski, the mobile campaign personnel were also requested by the Armed Police Force to provide trainings to their personnel.  It was a reflection of the need for voter education not just amongst the youth but also among the security personnel, and the quality of the work that was being done that these people were requesting to be given the materials and the talk program.  
Output 2: Sensitized youth on voters rights, duties and obligations as concerned citizens of the state

Indicator: 

a) Increased discussion among youth concerning manifestos of political parties and profiles of the candidates

b) 50 participants (10 from each region) take part in National Youth Campaigns and raise issues of their concerns
Activities under output 2

2.1 Regional youth voter education Campaign 
 

Students and youth all across the country have the right to vote, but they don't quite know what their rights really are. Therefore, Alliance for Peace organized 5 forums in regional headquarters of the five-development region to discuss on issues concerning Constituent Assembly Elections and its process. The district campaign-forum held in Biratnagar, Kathmandu, Rupandehi, Dhangadhi and Rukum supported in answering queries of students and youths concerning elections, elections process and the models of voting system. In the ongoing demand for the adoption of Mixed Member Proportional (MMP) election system, it was difficult for youth-especially the first time voters- to understand about the election model and the voting procedures. The one-day regional forums had a minimum of 100 youth participants, the FSU's
, Local Youth Organizations, youth political leaders and the authorities of local college/campuses selected those participants. The Regional voter education forum sought to introduce youths to the basic concepts of elections, election models and approaches in casting a ballot. It ultimately sought to promote informed participation of youth during the Constituent Assembly election. AfP used two moderator/experts on election to conduct the forum.

The districts where the Forum was held were chosen strategically considering the highest concentration of youth voters and also maximum number of electoral constituencies. Being regional headquarters, these districts also possess better educational and economic facilities pulling youth from adjoining districts. Youth of both the categories those who are interested in politics and political process and those who are detached from country’s political process and  represent under privileged groups  took part in these forums. In order to increase women participation Alliance for Peace paid particular attention on increasing women participation in the regional forum.  

i. Rupandehi District –Western Development Region

Rupandehi consist of large number of youth populace of both the categories- who are touched by globalisation and influenced by modernization- who are serious about fashion and music than the politics and democracy. On the other hand we will find youth populace who are very interested in politics and recent political happenings in Rupandehi. But these are unaware of political processes and different components of democracy. Therefore, it is necessary to reach to both the nature of youth in this district. Similarly, being one of the developed districts, with greater educational and employment opportunities the district pulls together large number of youth populace from the other adjoining districts. Similarly, due to the large number of migrant population this district encompasses youth having varied social, cultural, political and educational orientation. Once again, Lalit Basnet and Gehendra Malla conducted the forum on 17 August 2007. 

ii. Kailali District - Far Western Region

Dhangadi- the regional headquarter of Far Western region draws together youth, students of different ethnic and caste groups- such as Janajati, Dalits. The district pulls large number of marginalized youth from nine adjoining districts of far western region due to the better educational and employment opportunities in the district. Being one of the furthest in distance in terms of development regions and a very remote district very little information is available regarding the proposed elections.  Moreover, for youth and students, there are very few programs available- educational, social and political. Therefore, there is a greater need to orient these youth towards elections system, election process and about their rights and duties so as to ensure their participation election process. Having larger concentration of youth who are marginalized and excluded from the political mainstream, the exigency of voter education is high in this district to ensure their participation in the election process. The leaders they have chosen can influence the Constitution making process of the country. Lalit Basnet and Gehendra Malla conducted the regional forum in Dhangadhi on 25 August 2007.   
iii. Rukum District – Mid Western Development Region

This district pulls together a large number of youth populations who are affected by 12 year-long conflict. Youth who come from different castes and ethnic backgrounds such as Muslim, Kamaiya, Tharus and Dalits - who are unaware of their rights and duties and who can be manipulated and lured by the politicians and can to be used as a vote bank. Similarly, being a district headquarter and a border to India large number of youth of this and adjoining districts are far more interested in migrating and securing jobs in India rather than participating in country’s political process. Therefore, an exigency is perceived in conducting an educative program pertaining to election, and electoral process in this district to make youth aware of their rights and duties and to bring them into the mainstream of the political process. Lalit Basnet and Gehendra Malla conducted the regional forum in Khalanga on 18 January 2008. 


iv.  Morang District- Eastern Development Region

This district consists of large number of youth population having varied educational and political orientation. It also covers part of the Terai and has representation from all castes and ethnicities of people. This district being one which had the maximum number of electoral constituencies, there was a high risk that without proper orientation and proper education on elections system, process and their rights and duties as citizen youth might be used as a vote bank by the political parties in the anticipated CA election. Therefore, there was a great need to reach out to the youth of this district so as to motivate them to participate in the CA election by being aware of their rights and duties and by choosing the right leader. Two resource persons, Lalit Basnet and Gehendra Malla conducted the regional forums in Biratnagar on 23 Janary 2008.  

v. Kathmandu District- Central Development Region

Being the capital city, Kathmandu attracts a large number of youth populace. Furthermore, those who are less interested in political process with greater western influence reside here. Therefore, there is a threat of having a lower youth voter turnout in Kathmandu district which can be addressed by educating this large number of youth population about political process and election so as to ensure their active participation in the forthcoming Constituent Assembly election. Similarly, Kathmandu also pulls large number of youth coming from ethnic Newari background- who are aware of political process; however, with less understanding are used and misused by political and other key actors on their fight for identity politics. Therefore, there is a greater need for them to be educated about their rights and duties as citizens, about the election process and voting by overcoming the power politics of identity. The forum was conducted by Lalit Basnet and Gehendra Malla on 27 January 2008.
Annex III: Regional Campaigns Registration List

3.1 National youth campaign 

As a final activity for the program, the Alliance for Peace conducted a National Youth Campaign in Kathmandu with all the participants coming together for the final symposium from January 30 – 31, 2008.  From each district where the regional campaign-forums were conducted, five youth were invited in Kathmandu and 25 participants from the Kathmandu regional campaign were also invited for two days symposium where participating students were accommodated at a chosen conference facility for two nights. One the first day, they were provided a space to discuss more on election, election system and a platform to discuss and debate with elected candidates and their manifestos. They were also provided a space to discuss their issues and put forward their question to the election candidates about their manifestos and about the election system and process.   On the second day, the participants were participated in the National Youth Campaign held at the Administrative Staff College, Lalitpur. Kashi Raj Dahal and Chandra Kanta Gyawali were the two resource persons. Kashi Raj Dahal talked about the Constituent Assembly, electoral systems and the importance of youth participation.  In his paper and the discussions, he explained about the work of the CA, the electoral process to elect it and the importance of having youth representation and not just participation in the upcoming Constituent Assembly in Nepal.  Mr. Gyawali talked about the different electoral systems all over the world, and in depth about the ones being impelemented in Nepal now for the CA elections. He used exercises to ask the participants about what they felt were the strengths and weaknesses of each of these systems.  

Annex IV: National Youth Campaign Registration List
Annex V: Papers presented at the National Youth Campaign. 
III. PRIMARY AND SECONDARY TARGET GROUPS

The primary target groups were 500 youth and students of five districts of five-development region who participated in the Regional voter education campaign. The other primary target group was the number of people directly outreached by the “mobile campaign” which travelled through thirty districts and met with a minimum of 400 students and youth in each district for a total of more than 12000 young people.  Alliance for peace (AFP) also aims at the diverse outreach of the program there by fostering the participation of the youths of the assorted section of the societies such as the youth representing political and non political student organizations, community based youth workers, youth representing the indigenous, ethnic and Terai origin as well as youths representing marginalized groups. The secondary target group was the students and youth of all 75 districts of Nepal who would be reached by the direct beneficiaries and would read the hand outs, the posters, hear the PSA’s and read the handbook. 

IV. LOCATION AND DURATION OF THE PROJECT

It is important to disseminate information on election and sensitise youth and students about their voting rights and duties in a widespread manner before the Constituent Assembly election is held. Therefore, Alliance for Peace (AfP) conducted this innovative and educative voter outreach program targeted for youth of all class, caste, gender and region of Nepal. The Alliance for Peace developed voter’s guide and produced Public Service Announcements (PSA) using singers who are admired by both the categories of youth- rural and urban. The voter’s guide was distributed all over Nepal and the PSA was broadcasted all over Nepal through the medium of Community and National FM stations. A regional voter education campaign was also conducted in five districts of five development region- Biratnagar, Rupandehi, Kathmandu, Rukum and Dhangadi. 

The entire program took place over the course of eleven months. In Phase One, voter’s guide was developed and PSA was produced which was played on air from April 15-May2.  In the Second Phase, PSA was broadcasted July 1 to October 31.  The mobile voter outreach campaign traveled first from 21 August to September 9, 2007 covering Kathmandu, Bhaktapur, Lalitpur, Kavrepalanchok, Dhading, Gorkha, Tanahun, Kaski, Baglung, Syangja, Palpa, Dang, Banke, Bardiya, Kailali, Kanchanpur, Surkhet, Rupendahi, Nawalparasi, Chitwan. Then from 16 to 25 January, 2008 it covered Makwanpur, Parsa, Bara, Dhanusa, Siraha, Sarlahi, Saptari, Sunsari, Morang, Jhapa.  The regional voter education campaign was conducted in Rupandehi on 17 August 2007, in Kailali on 25 August 2007, in Rukum on 18 January 2008, in Biratnagar on 23 January and in Kathmandu on 27 January 2008.  The National youth campaign was organized in Kathmandu from January 30-31, 2008.

V. SUSTAINIBILITY 

Recognizing country’s exigency, there is a need to sensitize youth and students about their rights and duties as citizen and encourage them to vote in the Constituent Assembly election. This innovative and educative voter outreach program will ensure in increasing the youth voter turnout in the upcoming Constituent Assembly elections. This will indeed support in changing the current political situation where the youth will have the opportunity to select their own leader who will in turn address their need and concern. The youth participation in the Constituent Assembly election will also ensure the sense of ownership, of the Constitution that will be promulgated. Therefore, the voter education program will generate a life-long civic engagement of youth and thus will increase young citizen participation in the democratic system. 

VI. PERCEIVED OUTCOMES

What changed as a consequence of the project:
· The project implemented by the Alliance for Peace on “Youth Voter Education and Outreach” has certainly managed to raise the level of understanding about electoral systems and procedures amongst the youth in Nepal.  
· Youth from over 30 districts have learnt about the electoral systems and procedures to be used during the Constituent Assembly elections and have shown commitment to participate in the elections.  
· The IEC materials created by the Alliance for Peace have managed to raise awareness amongst the youth and also generate interest among them to participate actively in the CA elections.  
· The PSA’s, being played in local ethnic languages, created a favorable impression on the locals who have now understood better the importance of participating in the CA elections.   
· The project has managed to advocate for government and senior politicians to be accountable in the holding the CA elections in time.  
· Because the issue of the project was of relevance, the local and national media covered it widely and therefore has acted as an advocacy tool.  
· Because the PSA was played over 20 local FM radio stations and 2 national radio stations, this raised the indirect beneficiaries to a cross-country level.  
· Because the participants of the National Youth Campaign met with elected officials of the political parties and interacted with them and raised the importance of having the CA elections on time, this also acted as an lobbying tool.  

· During the launch of the Mobile Campaign, representatives from the different students and youth organizations made commitment in joining hands with AfP to make the campaign a success and said that they would also push their mother parties to hold the CA elections in time.   

· An impact on community cluster groups when the Mobile Campaign personnel organized interactive sessions with them. 

· Also, in Bardiya, Gorkha and Kaski, the Armed Police Force requested for Voter Education and CA elections classes to be provided to them by our Mobile Campaign personnel.  This shows that there were unintended positive outcomes.  
The Alliance is continuing to build strong relationships with local organizations and government agencies involved in voter education. It believes that with the implementation of this project, it has definitely been able to make an inroad and an impact amongst the youths’ understanding about the electoral systems, the constituent assembly and the responsibility of the youth to participate in the elections by casting their ballot. It has also felt that there will be wider dissemination of its messages amongst the youth through the nature of the interactions and discussions they have among their peers.  
It is important for young people to be involved in the CA elections, as we will soon be the next generation of leaders. Suresh Karki, Participant.





“Not too many organizations or the government is coming to rural and difficult places to visit and explain to us about the new voting system. I think alliance for peace is really helping us with making us understand the electoral systems. Thank you” Khadka Dangi, Participant





It was a wonderful opportunity for us girls to be invited to this conference and get to learn and discuss the manifestos of the political parties. Girls get too little opportunities, and I would like to thank the organizers. Shoba Bhandari, Participant





It was very empowering as a young woman, to go out to the districts and campaign with the people on issues of voter education. It not only enhanced my learning and confidence, it also helped me to see my own country through different eyes. Jhala BK, Campaigner








� Youth with context to Nepal’s is defined as those aged between 18 to 32 years old. 


� FSU, Free Students Unions are the elected unit of the Students’ Organization in Public Campus and Colleges. 
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