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Background:

Nepal’s Three Year Interim Plan refers to young people of 15 to 29 as youth; at 7 million, they constituted more than a quarter of the population in 2004. Unemployment among youths is almost double compared to the overall average; this is of particular concern, as youth unemployment/underemployment usually translates into social disintegration. Nepal’s youth have been caught up in the rapid social, economic and political changes that have taken place since 1990. Conflict, migration and displacement, have increased the vulnerability of young people including CAAFAG (Children Associated to Armed Forces and Armed Groups) to sexual violence, trafficking and HIV/AIDS. It appears that adolescent sexual activity and its consequences, such as unwanted pregnancy, abortions and STIs, are increasing. 

Consequently, there is a need for social investments in young people to develop tolerance and commitment to peace, justice and human rights. Youth can be effective agents of behaviour change and can become successful social entrepreneurs. In the current context of structuring new Nepal after the successful completion of Constituent Assembly elections, inclusive participation is extremely important and it’s crucial for young people’s voices to be heard in framing development agenda and drafting the new constitution.  

UNCT’s commitment:
The UNCT places a high importance on youth issues. It recognizes the value of dialogue between young people and the UNCT for an effective implementation of the UN Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF) 2008 – 2010 and the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). 
Purpose:

The UN Youth Advisory Panel is a part of the UNCT’s commitment to the young people’s empowerment and rights in accordance with basic human rights principles and the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC). Therefore, the purpose of the UN Youth Advisory Panel is:

· To establish open dialogue between the UNCT and young people to advise the UNCT on the strategic opportunities and necessary actions for addressing adolescent and youth issues.

The objectives of the panel are:

· Increase dialogue, and knowledge sharing between the UN system and Nepalese youth.

· Increase young people’s participation in programme design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of UN programmes.

· Provide a mechanism to enable the UNCT to improve youth participation in government development initiatives supported by UNCT (e.g. MDG reporting and monitoring).

The expected outputs of the panel include: 

· Identifying key issues in youth development for CA members to include in the new constitution.

· Increased youth participation in UNCT programming process. 

· Development of joint advocacy initiatives, and guidelines to support these initiatives.

· Other outputs that will be determined by the UNCT through the deliberations of the panel.

The UN Youth Advisory Panel must take into account:

· The global environment in which the UN agencies undertake their work.

· The comparative advantages of different UN agencies, funds and programmes.

· The opportunities and limitations within which the UN operates and the codes of conduct and conventions by which the UN system is bound.

Selection of UN Youth Advisory Panel membership:

The panel will comprise of up to 10 youth representatives (5 male and 5 female) between 15 and 29 years, who represent different walks of life including political, non political youth organizations as well as individuals representing sports and entertainment fields/organisations. Youth members of Dalits, Janajatis and other socially excluded groups will be given priority. The panel members will be invited (through a process of nomination) by the Resident Coordinator to serve on the panel for a period of one year. Selected youth organizations will nominate a youth representative to the panel. 

Panel members will be selected on the basis of the following criteria:

· Evidence that they represent a youth organisation, group or network currently operating to support youths. 

· Representing a diversity of sex, age, ethnic and geographic backgrounds.

· Language (Nepali or English) capacity to understand development concepts and to articulate them clearly. Preference will be given to those with strong communication and advocacy skills.  

· Commitment to support follow up actions and recommendations of the panel.

· Ability to commit personally to the panel’s work and to implement a participatory process for getting feedback from the constituencies and feed them back with processes carried out and decisions made. 

A selection committee will be formed by the UN youth focal persons to provide recommendations to the RC to nominate the members of the Youth Advisory Panel. The process will be facilitated by the youth focal person at the RC’s Office. The members of the panel will be endorsed by the UNCT. 

Constitution of the Youth Advisory Panel

A separate constitution drafting committee will be formed by the UN youth focal persons to draft the Constitution of the Youth Advisory Panel. The Constitution will be endorsed by UNCT. 

Resources

UN YAP activities will be supported by a small grant of USD 5000 allocated by UN RC’s office initially. If needed, the UN agencies, funds and programmes are expected to contribute. The panel and follow-up to its decisions and recommendations will be facilitated by the RC Unit, following its approval by the UNCT. 

Location:

Access to UN meeting facilities will be coordinated to host Youth Advisory Panel meetings. The UNCT will also aim for one UN Youth Advisory Panel and UNCT discussion per year in a field location.









The UN Youth Advisory Panel is a part of the UNCT’s commitment to the young people’s empowerment and rights. The purpose of the UN Youth Advisory Panel is to establish open dialogue between the UNCT and young people to advise and monitor the UNCT on the strategic opportunities and necessary actions for addressing adolescent and youth issues.














